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President's report

Dear Recipient,

The Assyrian Aid Society-Australia (AAS-AU) is pleased to issue the 15th edition of Tree of Life (TOL)
magazine. This year’s issue is somehow different to the previous ones, due to the global pandemic which
inadvertently affected all countries and leaders, whilst posing restrictions. Despite the safety restrictions of the
pandemic, AAS-Au successfully managed to raise funds for the needs of the Assyrian people, as well as
providing awareness of their significance, regarding our ancestral homeland, in modern day Iraq.

The fundraising events of the AAS-Au were restricted, due to the profound impact of the pandemic, as well as to
mitigate any health risks which may arise during the course of the events. As a result, most of our
fundraising activities were advertised and run by social media platforms and supported by online activities. Due to the
technological advancements and platforms within social media, online fundraising websites such as GoFundMe have
proven to be pivotal in maintaining awareness, as well as in aiding funds for a COVID-19 appeal. This initiative further
encapsulated the impact of social media, as the online fundraising appeal helped provide food baskets for displaced
families in Agra, Iraq. The support of Assyrian education in Iragq, is still considered the primary task of the AAS- Au,
since education is one of the main pillars of our nation’s existence. The Assyrian language forms the foundation of the
curriculum at AAS-Iraq schools, where all subjects are taught in the Assyrian language, from mathematics to science,
literature, and history. The Assyrian schools also offer the children an education in other languages, including English
and Arabic.

The AAS-Au attends to the needs of the displaced families in rural villages, by utilising mobile clinics, which provide
medical assistance to those in need of necessary medications and medical examinations. The AAS-Au in their aims,
continuously provide and maintain support for the disadvantaged villages, by providing them with all necessities of life
such as water pumps, power generators, building renovations and other relevant civil constructions. In this issue, it is
necessary to refer to the financial data extracted which detail Australia’s large-scale contributors. The generosity of our
contributors and sponsors, as well as all individuals who have kindly donated to the appeal, directly contributes to the
success of the humanitarian programs as well as other successful projects. The social events such as the morning tea held
by AAS-Au, plays a prominent role in raising funds for projects requested by AAS-Iraq, such as support to education,
Bebede Village appeal project, the annual Christmas appeal and many more.

This year’s annual participation in the “United Nations Permanent forum on Indigenous Issues,” was unable to
commence in full force, due to the restrictions posed. However, the efforts and voice of the Assyrian people were still
heard through the AAS- Iraq’s president, Mr Ashour Sargon Eskrya, who with the help of his team, was able to assist in
contributing to the wellbeing of the Assyrian people. The AAS-Au continues to support and contribute immensely
towards the Assyrian community in Australia, evident through the AAS-Auw’s community events held by the Assyrian
churches and organisations.

I cannot possibly conclude without mentioning the remarkable and successful musical and cultural event of
Mesopotamian Night, which took place on 15 March, 2020. This year’s event left a remarkable impression, through
highlighting the efforts and talent of the Assyrian community.

I conclude with thanking all the contributors, supporters, and sponsors, who gave generously throughout the year,
despite the current context. I would like to thank the AAS-Au team members who work extremely hard and
passionately to achieve and accomplish the tasks which support the wellbeing of our nation. May we hope for more
blessed years to come, with more ideas and fundraising events to flourish in aiding our nation.

Long live the Assyrian Nation.

June Ishtar Jako
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Assyrian Aid Society - Australia

Committee Members 2021

Executive Members:
Mrs June Ishtar Jako - President
Mr Richard Yelda - Secretary

Mr Nenos Shemoon - Treasurer

Core Members:
Miss Stella Kina
Ms Nora Michael
Mr Nabil Shlemon
Ms Shony Toma
Mr Dawood Youel

Representative to United Nations:

Ms Shoushan Tower

ASSYRIAN AID SOCIETY - AUSTRALIA

PO Box W144, Fairfield West, NSW 2165

Tel: (02) 8764 0819

Email: info@assyrianaidsociety.org - Web: www.assyrianaidsociety.org
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I would like to thank all of our Society's advocates and supports, whom, have equally contributed to the societies
success in creating change and preserving the indigenous Assyrian culture. Through the continued support, this year
has been full of achievements and service of humanitarian work. I would also like to extend my sincere gratitude and
appreciation to the countless volunteers of AAS-Iraq who work tirelessly to achieve change amongst where it is
needed most. The long hours and dedication have not gone unnoticed, providing support to the most vulnerable and
displaced individuals within the community.

We are pledge to you that we continue to give for the good and peace of all.

Ashur Sargon Eskrya
President AAS-Iraq

Departments of the AAS-Iraq:

AASI President: Ashur Sargon Eskrya

Aid & Humanitarian Affairs: Patrus Isho Gewargis
Administration & Finance: Evet Nivademus Esho
Assyrian Education: Napoleon Yousef Youkhana
Medical Project: Shmaeil Hedo Dawood
Construction and rehabilitation: Younan Lazar Mirkhaeil
Secretary: Eramia Sargon Eskharya
Data management: Dr. Ibrahim Abd-Alghany
Office of Nineveh Plain: Imad Habib Daddiza
Social media: Nenos Akram Senhareb
Data entry: Nohara Younis Georges
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Relief and humanitarian affairs department

Relief programs and AASI initiatives:

The AASI has held the main exigency in combating injustice and to provide vital humanitarian assistance to displaced
individuals. In 2019, the AASI supported displaced families segregated within the different region of Duhok and
Zakho, as well as the returnees in their liberated areas of the Nineveh Plain. The AASI has held the objective in
providing compassion and assistance to displaced communities in need, evident through providing more than 693
food baskets and hygiene kits.

Relief and humanitarian affairs department

Beneficiaries: According to the areas of residence
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Assyrian education department

AASI in its aims, has attempted to mitigate and alleviate the causes of poverty and vulnerability through providing
opportunities for development. These opportunities involve educational programs, seen through the creation of
make shift education spaces for children to continue their schooling. The AASI has provided support through the
distribution of school supplies to all students of displaced families in Duhok, Erbil and other regions. More than 2613
students in the academic years of 2019-2020 have been beneficiaries of school supplies, along with long-term
assistance and support from the society.

Assyrian education department

Beneficiaries; Students according to area
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Christmas gift project

AASI gifts packed with thoughtfulness

AASI attempts to ensure that children enjoy the spirit of Christmas and inherit the true values, whilst living in
displaced communities. These thoughtful Christmas hampers help to create positive and lasting change to grow and
address any emerging needs. The society’s measure in distributing and providing Christmas hampers ensures gifts for
kids who would otherwise get none, due to their current circumstances. Through the compassionate works of the
AASI, these Christmas gifts will empower families, and even entire communities. The following have been initiated:

* Distribution of the Christmas Gifts to kids of (Rameil daycare, homes in Dohuk district, Shiyoz) in Duhok
* Distribution of the Christmas Gifts to kids of (Diana) in Erbil.

* Distribution of the Christmas Gifts to kids of (Bersiveh) in Zakho.

* Distribution of the Christmas Gifts to kids of (Sarsink, Enishke, Nahla, Sorka, Semele).

* Distribution of the Christmas Gifts to kids of (Bakhdida) in Nineveh Plain.

Mobile clinic project

AASI has a history of outreach to vulnerable and displaced individuals and recognizes the challenges faced by those
disadvantaged, with accessing basic healthcare being one of those challenges. This initiative model of collaboration
with existing AASI mobile clinic services and local health care providers such as general practices and allied health
professionals is the key to improving the health and wellbeing of vulnerable and displaced people in Duhok province
and Nineveh Plain. The mobile clinic project has been developed as a whole of community approach where a
difference can be made seen through provided medical assistance to more than (1750) beneficiaries of IDPs and
returnees of Mosul, Nineveh Plain, and other regions in (30) field visits.

TREE OF LIFE, 10




Construction - Irrigation channel project

The AASI’s measures in the rehabilitation of canal irrigation system brings hope for the locals. The AAS-Iraq in
2019, implemented many projects of constructing the irrigation channels in the villages of Baz in Barwar region and
in the villages of Kashkawa and Belmend in Nahla region. The rehabilitation of the canal irrigation system is of
paramount importance to the people of these villages, as they are now able to resume their normal life in their farms.
The availability of water from the canal gives them hope that they can go back to their normal life and the growing
sense that agriculture is reviving in the area. Farmers can cultivate grains and vegetables and market their products in
nearby towns.

Waste management in Hamdaniya

The support of the United States Agency for International Development:

The support of the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), and its Iraqi Community
Resilience Initiative ICRI, the Assyrian Aid Society - Iraq implemented sustainable and appropriate solution for
waste disposal. These villages where pollution and health risks generated by improper solid waste management are
important issues concerning environmental management and living quality protection. An appropriate solution for
disposal is the distribution of household trash containers to 5000 houses of Bakhdida (center of Hamdaniya district)
and Karmles village, as well as the handing over of the garbage collection truck to the Municipality of Bartella sub
district. These measures permit sustainable waste disposal without serious environmental impacts because of waste
composition and climate conditions. The support is further evident through supplying other materials to the support
of municipality efforts in the Nineveh Plain, from the periods of April 30th - June 12th, 2019.
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