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To use all possible legal means to generate and acquire funds in terms of

cash and assets to be used for the benefit of Assyrians in Bet-Nahrain. 

These contributions will ensure and sustain their self-sufficiency through 
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Dear readers,

It's a privilege to put between your 

hands this excellent new issue of 

Tree Of Life, which Assyrian Aid 

Society-Australia proudly publishes 

each year.

Assyrian Aid Society Australia 

(AAS), as a charitable organisation, 

attained great achievement through 

fundraising and supporting our 

Assyrian - Christian nation in our 

home land Bet-Nahrain (Iraq). 

AAS was created in 1991, when war 

crises caused a massive exodus of 

Assyrian people to the north of Iraq, 

in order to flee for their safety and 

the safety of the generation to come, 

which also was the cause for a 

greater immigration out of Iraq. AAS 

worked through well planned 

projects in order to support the 

misfortunate, by providing them with 

safety and peace of mind. Assyrian 

Aid Society provided aid to all our 

Assyrian Villages, such as electrical 

generators, water pumps, water 

channels and wells, building 

constructions, pharmacies and 

many other essentials, in order to 

make the lives of our people as 

comfortable and safe as possible.

Assyrian Aid Society looks at 

education as an important pillar for 

the continuation of a nation; 

therefore it supports the Assyrian 

education in Bet-Nahren (Iraq), 

through the magnificent Assyrian 

Schools from kindergarten to year 

twelve, which have their entire 

cur r icu lum in  the  Assyr ian  

Language. Assyrian Aid Society did 

not just stop there, but it continued to 

support the higher education by 

establishing dormitories, which 

offered accommodation and a home 

away from home for the Assyrian 

students attending higher education 

courses.

Since the past few years, and 

because of the Syria crisis, Assyrian 

Aid Society has worked hard in 

providing help to our nation fleeing 

Syria and returning back to Iraq. 

AAS helped in settling those families 

and providing them with comfortable 

living and schooling for the children. 

AAS did not stop helping the families 

fleeing Syria to Iraq, but AAS worked 

hard to give aid to the villages and 

families within Syria. Still occupied 

with the Syrian crises, new terror 

arose against our Assyrian nation in 

the homeland of Iraq. Since the 

arrival of the new crisis to Nineveh, 

the Assyrian Aid Society hasn't been 

at ease, it predicted the outcome 

and started planning in how to 

provide aid to the thousands of 

Assyrian - Christian families fleeing 
th

from Nineveh. Since the 10  of June 

2014, Assyrian Aid Society - 

Austral ia has been working 

intensively, appealing for aid in 

order to help with the massive 

demand.

AAS as  an  Assyr ian  NGO 

organisation, together with other 

Assyrian organisations met with the 

Australian government requesting 

immediate humanitarian aid and 

more importantly safety and 

protection for our displaced people. 

Assyrian Aid Society used its 

authority as a holder of a special 

status, from the United Nations 

Council, under the name of the 

Economic and Social Council 

(ECOSOC), to write two letters of 

demand requesting immediate 

humanitarian aid and a safe haven 

for our Assyrian-Christian people.

As of yet, our nation is currently still 

in crises away from their homes. 

Therefore, Assyrian Aid Society -

Australia will not cease working until 

the last family sleeps tranquilly in the 

warmth of its home and our children 

are safe and happy in schools. We 

look forward to the current crises 

settling and coming to a stop very 

soon, so AAS can continue its 

projects for a bright future in our 

homeland where our forefathers 

lived for thousands of years. We are 

the indigenous people of Iraq and 

will never give up on our land; 

therefore AAS will keep working to 

insure that our beloved nation will 

not leave its home and Land.

I wish to thank all who supported 

AAS with the Mosul appeal, which is 

still ongoing, especially all the AAS 

contributors, the Assyrian Media, 

the Assyrian political, non-political 

and the religious organisations.

Finally I want to thank the AAS 

wonderful and hard working 

commi t tee ,  in  Sydney  and  

M e l b o u r n e  f o r  t h e  g r e a t  

achievements in 2014.

Long live The Assyrian Nation.

June Ishtar Jako

President’s Column
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Assyrian Aid Society at United Nations, New York

Participating in the 13th Session for Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (PFII) held on 12th May 2014.

Forum Special Theme: “The principles of good Governance consistent with the United Nations Declaration on 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples  articles 3 to 6 and 46”

At each of the PFII sessions held at the United Nations, delegates from non-government organisations (NGO's) 
participating from all the corners of the world come together in a large auditorium where they have the opportunity 
to share their concerns and challenges that they face within their homelands. Also present at these sessions are 
member states' delegates representing their governments from all around the world, including world aid 
organisations, world funding banks, academics and other interested parties.
This year's session was no different to AAS delegates, in that it proved to be challenging. AAS delegates 
participated daily in forum meetings for the duration of two weeks. They attended several side events as they proved 
to be beneficial and interacted with other NGO's.

The representing delegates at the 13th session of PFII were Ms Shoushan Tower and Ms Nora Michael from AAS-
Australia and Ms Mona Malik from AAS-America. Unfortunately Mr Ashur Eskrya President of AAS-Iraq couldn't 
attend this session due to the restriction placed on his entrance visa to USA.  Also present at the 13th session of PFII 
were members from the Assyrian Universal Alliance - America (AUA), the delegates were Ms Rosie M Younan, 
Mr. Allen Mirza and Mr Mathew Thomas. During the session AAS & AUA delegates shared and supported each 
other for the common objective.

Initially, AAS delegates were greeted by Mr William Odisho, Deputy Permanent Representative of Iraq to the 
United Nations. This was followed by AAS & AUA delegates having the opportunity to meet with the 
Representative of the Republic of Iraq, Ambassador Mr Mohammad Ali Al Hakim. Both delegations had 
discussions and raised issues with the Ambassador in relation to our people in Iraq.

AAS was fortunate to deliver the first statement on Tuesday 13th May 2014 by Ms Nora Michael, who was dressed 
in traditional Assyrian custom. In her statement, she was able to convey the message on behalf of Mr Ashur Eskrya, 
president of AAS-Iraq. In her speech, she aimed to align the message from AAS-Iraq and the concerns of our people 
with this year's forum's special theme “Declaration on rights of Indigenous Peoples”. On 22nd May 2014, Ms Mona 
Malik delivered the second statement. In her speech, she highlighted the lack of representation from the Middle 
East and recommended to the forum to review the inclusion of items that are relevant to the indigenous issues in the 
Middle East.

AAS-Australia would like to sincerely thank the Assyrian Sports and Cultural Club for their financial support in 
funding for the airfares trip to and back from New York. Without funding and support, AAS will not be able to 
participate and voice our people's concerns at the United Nations. AAS would like to extend this gratitude to those 
individuals and organisations for their devotion and support in making this year's journey possible.  
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ASSYRIAN AID SOCIETY - AUSTRALIA
FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 30TH JUNE 2014

TOTAL ($)
INCOME              

Sales - Books  1,823 
Committee Membership 175 
Tree of Life - Sponsorships 400 
Tree of Life- Sales 40 
Money Boxes 6,023 

Donations 
Cash  28,488 
Direct Debit Net  42,270 

Activities 
Morning Tea 8,107 
United Nations Funding 4,820 
Cambridge University-Project Funding  6,000 
Interest Received 28 
TOTAL INCOME 98,173 

EXPENSES
Accommodation and Travel - United Nations New York 13,842 
Auditors Fees  1,200 
Bank Charges  925 
Fees - Lodgement 91 
Insurance Public Liability 974 
Postage  533 
Printing & Stationary 3,923 
Project - Education & Dormitory  7,000  
Project - Relief Fund Assyrians Fleeing Nineveh Plains 15,000 
Project - Relief Fund Assyrians Fleeing Nineveh Plains 19,700 
Project - Modern Assyrian Studies Chair, Cambridge University  10,968 
Sundry Purchase - Others  1,176 
Phone & Internet  812 
Rent - Office  1,280 

TOTAL EXPENSES 97,425 

NET OPERATING SURPLUS / (DEFICIT)  748 

CURRENT ASSETS
Cash at Bank 15,537 
Cash at Bank-Cambridge University Project  532 
GST Receivable  949 

TOTAL ASSETS  17,018 

NET ASSESTS 17,018 

Represented by:

ACCUMULATED FUNDS
Retained Surplus Opening Balance 16,271 
Retained Surplus(Deficit) Current Year 748 
Rounding (2)

TOTAL ACCUMULATED FUNDS 17,018
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FINANCIAL SECTION

Direct Debit Scheme

The AAS of Australia (AAS-Au) has implemented many methods of raising funds in order to improve the lives 
of Assyrians living in our homeland. These methods have been in many ways successful but the most consistent 
and secure method to date has been the direct debit scheme, adopted by the AAS of Australia in March 2000.

The benefits to the contributor are numerous:
- Convenient and time-efficient, as the contributor nominates a bank account and specifies an amount that is 
automatically debited every month
- Contributor has the ability at any time to request an increase/decrease/cessation of the direct debit
- No fees are charged to the contributor's bank account
- The AAS provides the contributor with an annual statement of the amounts donated by the contributor; and
- The AAS provides updates to the contributor on completed AAS projects.

In order for the AAS to collect direct debit funds, the contributor follows certain simple steps
- Complete a one-off direct debit form;
- Ensure sufficient funds are available for the monthly direct debits; and
- Notify the AAS of Australia immediately of any changes to bank details.

The present total numbers of direct debit contributors, at year ending 30th June 2014 for AAS-Au is as follows 
(please note: numbers are variable from month to month):

Total: 176

The present total funds received on a monthly basis at year ending 30th June 2014 for AAS-Au is as follows 
(please note: amounts are variable from month to month):

Total (monthly average) $3,520.00 

Fund Raising Methods

The July 2013 - June 2014 reporting on the graph displayed below shows the various methods of fund raising 
by AAS-Au. One of the primary methods includes monthly direct debit which has been taking place on a 
continuous basis year after year, collecting funds from Assyrian individuals & businesses via electronic 
banking.
 
The Graph also shows that AAS received substantial amounts in donations.  These donations were received 
from Assyrian and non Assyrian individuals and from Assyrian businesses and institutions.
   
Additionally, money boxes collected from Assyrian individuals and owners of businesses for the financial year 
end 2013 and 2014 were $7,500.00 and $6,023.00 respectively. You will find names of individuals and 
organisation that donated on the coming pages.   

During 2013 and 2014 AAS Australia organised Morning Tea events at Assyrian Sports and Cultural Club and 
Ur Ashour Club and these were successful fund raising activities and many more to come as it proved to be 
popular. Over 100 people attended in each one and enjoyed a get together over tea, coffee, snacks, cakes and 
sandwiches. Including in this event were raffle tickets and prize with background Assyrian music and photos of 
our beloved home Bet Nahrain.     
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Projects completed in 2012 – 2014

1. August 2012 AAS-Au transferred $7,000. Relief fund to Assyrians fleeing Syria.

2. October 2012 AAS-Au transferred $10,000 to AAS-Iraq to assist in part for Assyrian School Education &
    Dormitory.

3. December 2012 AAS-Au transferred $8,500 to AAS-Iraq water pump ($5,000) in Dashqotane village and
    Educational expense ($3,500).

4. February 2013 AAS-Au transferred $5,000 Relief fund to Assyrians fleeing Syria.

5. March 2013 AAS-Au transferred $8,000 Relief fund to Assyrians fleeing Syria.

6. May 2013 AAS-Au transferred $15,000 - Relief fund to Assyrians fleeing Syria ($5,000) and $10,000 for
    Assyrian School Education & Dormitory.

7. July 2013 AAS-Au transferred $5,000 to AAS-Iraq to assist in part for Assyrian School Education &
    Dormitory.

8. November 2013 AAS-Au transferred $10,000 to AAS-Iraq to assist in part for Assyrian School Education &
    Dormitory.

9. January 2013 AAS-Au transferred $7,000 to AAS-Iraq to assist in part for Assyrian School Education &
    Dormitory.

10. April 2014 AAS-Au transferred $19,700 to AAS-Iraq Relief Fund Assyrians Fleeing Nineveh Plains.

11. June - November 2014 AAS-Au transferred $122,000 Relief fund to Internally Displaced Persons (IDP's)
      fleeing Nineveh Plains

Financial Reporting

All funds raised and received by AAS-Au, which includes funds allocated to projects in our homeland as well 
as expenses incurred during each financial year, are audited by a certified accountant in accordance with 
Australian Auditing Standards. At each annual general meeting, financial performance and financial position 
statements for the financial calendar year are presented to the Assyrian community.
 
The total funds raised by the AAS-Australia since its inception in 1999 and until 30 June 2014 is as follows:

Monthly Direct Debits: $359,457.00

Cash/Cheque $143,807.95

Activities: $204,280.28

Total collected: $707,545.23

If you have any queries or concerns regarding the details of this financial report please don't hesitate to contact 
the AAS-Au treasurer, Nenos Shemoon. His details are located in the committee members section of this issue.
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SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED AAS PROJECTS IN
NORTHERN IRAQ TO DATE

Project  Name                 Amount $ 

Roofing Bishmeye 11,343
School bus 10,000
Roofing Dore 20,080
School computers   9,644
School funding 8,000
Emergency funds 25,000
Funds to Iraq (teaching Cost)     14,878
Telisqof Project replaced by Relief fund program 50,000
Building Rooms and Hall  Mullabarwan & Sardwara 20,000
Relief fund program 13,095
Building houses  Dehe village                                           9,310
Teaching Cost 19,875
Pharmacies in Batnaye, Telisquf, Baghdeda, Bartela 12,623
Teaching Cost 11,975
Fleeing Refugees 10,000
Education Expenses                                                     10,000
Education & Dormitory Expenses     10,601
Relief Fund Mosul Appeal 14,535
Education expense academic year (2008-2009) 10,000
Education & Dormitory Expenses 30,000
Laptops x3 AAS-Iraq office 4,769
Education & Dormitory Expenses 10,000
Education & Dormitory Expenses 11,457
Education & Dormitory Expenses 53,738
PC (Computer) x1 AAS-Iraq office                2,000
Education & Dormitory      40,000
Power Generator                                                             5,000
UN Event     5,000
Education & Dormitory             45,500
Relief Fund Assyrians Fleeing Syria      25,000 
Relief Fund Assyrians Fleeing Nineveh Plains  19,700 
Relief Fund Assyrians Fleeing Nineveh Plains    122,000

TOTAL FUNDED PROJECTS $670,122
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Direct Debit Contributors from July 2013 to June 2014

Sydney 

ADAM, FOUAD JAKO, JUNE SHABO, MAHIR J
ADAM, GEORGE KANNA, NINUS HALALO, ROSA
ADAM, JOSEPH KANNO, WARDA SHALALO, SAMUEL E
ADAM, MAHA KANOON, YOUSHIA SHAMON, ZUHAIR AUDESH
ALBAZI, NINOS KELAITA, EDMOND SHAMUEL, JACOUB
ANTOON, OSHANA KELAITA, FAYROUS SHEMOON, NENOS
ANVIA, HELEN KHAMEES, YACO E SHEMOON, SIMON
APRIM, HELEN KHAMIS, MARIAM SHIBA, SAMIR
ARABOU, JOUDO KHNANIA, JEENA SHIBA, SHLIMON BENYAMIN
ASHAK, ASHOUR KHOKAZ, NATALIE SHIMON, ASHUR
ASHAK, SARGON KHOSHABA, HIRMZ SHLIMON, SHLIMON
ATTO, ANWAR KINDO, CYNTHIA SHLIMUN, HIMLER Y
AURAHA, KHUSHABA KINDO, SAM STEPHAN, ARMENOUHI
BARCHAM, SAM KOCHOU, CHARLES STEPHAN, NADIA
BARKHO, JAMES S KORKIS, DINA TALIA, EDWARD
BAZI, ANDREW ZAIA LAZAR, ASHOR TAMAR AGHA, SILVANA
BAZIL, RAY MATTI, ADIB TOMA, MONA
BENJAMIN, EVAN MATTI, JANEET TOMA, TOMY
BENJAMIN, STEPHAN MATTY, YVONNE TOMAS, YOUNIA R
BITYOU, HIRMIZ MCCALLUM, RICHARD TOOMA, DAWOOD S
CHALABI, DANY MENASHI, NINOS TOWER, LONDON
CHAWCHIN, ELLBRA MICHAEL, NORA TOWER, SHOUSHAN
CHAWSHIN, JOWLET MIKHAIL, ZAIA TOWER, YOUNO A
CHEWCHIN, VICORIA MINYANISH, SHLEMON M VARDA, ROWELL FRANCIS
DANKHA, SUSAN MIRZA, FRAIDON WARDA, EMMANUEL AND HELEN
DARMO, JAN MIRZA, JUDITH WARDA, SHMOUEL
DAWOD, KLEAMIS MOSHI, NUEL YAACUB, ADISON
DAWOOD, NISSAN MOSHY, ADNAN YAKWO, DIYANA
DINKHA, CASEY NANO, MARLIN YALDA, MUNA
DINKHA, LOUI NIKHO, NISSAN YAWAB, AMBOLIA
ELIA, BERJINEH NWIA, LEWIS YOUHANA, LOUIE
ENWAYA, ENWAYA ODICHO, ZAYA YOUKAHANA, MARLINE Z
GEORGES, EDMUND ODISHO, EVLYIN YOUKHANA, YOUNAN
GEORGES, GEORGE ODISHO, IBRAHEM YOUKHANIS, WALID & JWAN
GEORGES, NAHREN S ODISHO, KLODIA YOUKHANNA, NAHRAIN
GEORGES, SHAMIRAN OSHANA, MARILYN YOUNAN, ALFRED
GEORGES, WARINA OSHANA, REMON YOUNAN, KATHRYN
GILYANA, SAMIRA PAULS, NADA YOUNAN, NIRARI
HANNA, ROMEO M PETRUS, YOUNAN YOUNAN, YOURAM
HURMOZ, ASHOOR RAFEALE, CARLOS YOUSEF, RONY
IESHO, ADSEN ROWELL, EDWARD YOUSIF, EMMANUEL
ISAAC, SANKHERO SARKIS, ALLAN ZAIA, REMON
ISEHAQ, JENNIFER SARKIS, GEORGE ZAYA, JAMES
ISSAC, LENKEN SCHKHALI, SHIRLEY ZIA, SANDRALLA
ISSAVI, JACKLIN SHABAZ, HANNIBAL ZINDO, SUSSAN
ZOMAYA, EVON

Melbourne

ADAM, NASIR HAWEL, HAWEL REHAN, ISHA SOMO
AL-JELOO, NICKOLAS JAMALY, GEORGE SLAYO, ALBERT
BAY, MADLEN KAMBER, SAMI SLEWA, SALIM
BAY, MARYAM KAMBER, SHAMOAIL WARDA, SARGON
CHIBO, DORIS KHOSHABA, KAMILIA YAQO, ALIN
CHIBO, KHANNA KORKEES, ADAM YOHANNA, SLEIMAN
DANIEL, LIDA B KUNDA, NADAL YOUKHANA, EDWARD
DANIEL, MIRIAM MANSOOR, ELIAS YOUKHANA N, YOUARSH
DANIEL, STEVE MARKHAY, BASIM YOUNAN, YOULIA
DAVID, RASHO MAROKI, SALIM YUAIL, SERGIO
ELIA, PETER MOSHI, AKRAM ZAIA, VICTOR
GIVARGIS, SHAMIRAN ODEESHO, MUNEER K ZAYA, VIVIAN
HANNA, FOHAD ODESHO, SAMIRA ZAIA, VICTOR
HANNA, MUNIR PHILIP, PHILIP
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Money Boxes collected Jul 2013 - Oct 2014
Individuals
ABRAHAM, NRAMSIN GORGIS, BASIMA ODISHO, SOSO
ABRAHAM, GEORGE HALLABY, SARGON ORAHAM, JAKLIN 
ADAM, JOUNATHAN HORMAZI, WILSON RAFEALE, CARLOS 
ANVIA, ISSAC IBRAHIM, ZINA ROSTAM, JAKLEN 
APRIM, HELEN IESHA, ADSEN SADA, IMMANUEL
BITYOU, JAKLIN ISEHAQ, JENNIFER SADA, FONDA
BOURIS, VIVIAN ISSA, MADLIN SALIBA, SHALIM 
CALLERS, CHLOE IVANOFF, SIUSIE SAYYDIAN, ATORIA
CHAMANI, MARINA JACOB, JOSEPH SHABAZ, HANNIBAL 
DAVID, SHLEMON JAKO, JUNE ISHTAR SHEMOON, SUZAN 
DAWOOD, SHLEMON JAMALY, GEORGE SLAYO, ALBERT 
DAWOOD, SHIMON KAFO, ASSTER TAMAO, SLVANA 
ENWIA, HELEN KELAITA, EDMOND TAMAR - AGHA, SILVANA
ENWIA, NARGIS KHOSHABA, MARY TAMMO, NESTORIS 
ESHA, VOILET KORKIS, DINA TOM, SAMI
ESHAY, VIOLET MAMA, AKHIKAR TOM, NINA
GEORGE, ANITA MARTEN, GEORGE TOMA, REWENA 
GEORGE, GEORGE MERZA, RONA WARDA, KATHERINE 
GEORGE, YOUKHANA MICHAEL, CHRISTOPHER WARDA, ATOUR
GEORGE, YOUKHANAN MIRZA, FRAIDON YOKO, GEORGE 
GEORGE, JAMALY MOSHI, ALICE YOUKANA, YOUNAN 
GEORGES, EDMUND NONA , ESHYA YOUKHANA, EVOUN

YOUNAN, HELEN

Cash/cheque donation received from individuals and organisations
From July 2013- October 2014
Individual

ADAM, ADAM GEORGES, NAHREN ODISHO, ZEKI
ADAM, GEORGE GEORGES, NINA ORAHA, EZARYA
ADAM, JONATHAN GEWARGIS, KHOSHABA ORAHA, KHOSHABA
ADAM, SOSO GHATIAS, DR. NELY ORAHAM, IBRAHIM
AFARIN, RAYMOND GORGES, NADIA ORAHAM, RAMSEN
AKHTIYAR, ALMAS GORGES, SHAMIRAN ORAHIM, HELEN
AKIKI, GEORGE GORGES, ZARY OSHANA, REIMON
ANABELL, ISABELLA GORGIS, SIRWAN PACKHO, SALIM
ANTOON, OSHANA GORIYEL, SARGON POLIS, RONEY
ARABOU, JESSI (JOUDO) HAJI, FLORIDA POULOS, NINA
ARMSTRONG, MICHAEL HANA, RANE QURIAKOS, FARIDA
ASANOVIC, VALI HANNA, MICHEL RAHIDI, YOOEIL
ASHAK, ASHOOR HANNA, ROMEO RAIKANY, AVEEN
ASHAK, ASHOUR HAROON, NAHIDA RANJBAR, VILYAM
AUNI, WISAM HERMIZ, LINA ROHAN, REBECCA
AURAHAM, GEORGE HIDO, NOEL ROSTAM, JAKLEN
AZIZ, SHAMRINE HORMES, SHMONE ROUEL, EDWARD
AZZI, ROY IBRAHIM, EDWARD SADA, IMMANUEL
BABAKHAN, LORRINE IESHO, ALBERT SAMANO, DIMITRI
BABANOUR, ATOUR IESHO, ANEETA SANVAUSAN, H & R
BABYLON, JAN ISAAC, ASHOOR SCOTT, DANIEL
BARHY, MELISSA ISAAC, E & L SHABO, MAHER
BARKHO, KHAMIS ISAAC, HELEN SHALALO, MARIANA
BARKHO, MONA ISHAC, ORSHINA SHEMON, SAM
BARKHO, YOUASH ISHO, ISHA S SHEMOON, NENOS
BAZI, MAHA ISHO, SADA SHIMMON, NICOLA
BEDROYA, OLINKA JAKO, MARIANNE SHLEMON, LORANS
BENJAMIN, ASHUR JOSEPH, MARGARET SHLIMON, DOUGLAS AZIZ
BENJAMIN, BEN KALASHO, DORIN SHLIMON, STELLA
BENJAMIN, HANI KALETA, SURMA SHLIMON, TOMA
BET DASHTO, ASHOOR KANDO, EBY SIFO, SUADAH
BITYOU, RETI KANNA, NINUS SLEWA, SALIM
BLACK, GARY KANNA, YOUWAO STRUTT, IAIN R
BOURIS, VIVIAN KELAITA, MARLIN SULEMON, VIVIAN
BREEN, NICHOLAS KHAMIS, ELESHWA TOMA, CLARENCE
BROADBRIDGE, COLLIN KHAMIS, WILLIAM TOMA, MARTINA
CLOUGH, MICHAEL KHAMO, ALEX UNATHAN, ZAIA
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DADISHO, EDGAR KHEYO, NADIA W, SHAMIRAN
DALOO, MAIKEL KHYWA, MARTEN & NADIA WARDA, ANGO
DANIEL, EVELYN KHYWA, SONIA WARDA, JUSTIN
DANIEL, STEVE KOCHOU, DANIEL WARDA, KATHRINE
DANKHA, YUEOL KOCHOU, DENIS WARDA, ZIA
DAOUD, SAMI LAZAR, AMIR WATTS, NICK
DAVID, ALBERT LAZAR, ASHOOR YAACUB, ADISON
DAVID, RAY LAZAR, CARMEN YABHOBI, YOUSEF SAYYAD
DAVID, TONY LAZAR, GEORGE YACO, ESHAYA
DAWAD, HILDA LAZAR, TOMAS YAKO, GEORGE
DAWOD, KLEAMES LEE, KIM YAKO, YAKO
DAWOOD, NANWA LOUKA, BEN YAKOU, NIRAMSIN
DAWOODI, YOULIA LOUKA, DINA YALDA, BERTA
DINKHA, EMIL MATTY, DANIEL YALDA, HIND
DINKHA, LOUI MERZA, SARGON YALDA, MUNA
DINKHA, RENEE MICHAEL, NORA YAWANIS, NABIL
EISHO, FRANK MIKHO, ALEN YOUKHANA, DAWOOD
EKHTEYAR, ALES MILOSEVSKI, STEVEN YOUKHANA, PETER
EKHTEYAR, ALICE MIRAZIZ, PETER YOUKHANA, YOUNNAN
ENVIA, HELEN MOSHI, SUZAN YOUNAN, JORJENA
ENWIA, NARGIS MOTTI, JULIAN YOUNAN, ONILA
ENWIA, YOUAO NAIM, BETTY YOUNAN, RAMON
ENWIYA, ATOR NAIM, BETTY YOUNAN, SHMONY
ENWIYA, CLODIA ODICHO, GINA YOUSIF, EMMANUEL
ENWIYA, CLODIA ODISHO, ADAM YOUSSEF, ISHAK
ENWIYA, GEORGE ODISHO, EVELYN YVONNE, KRUEGER
ENWIYA, TENNY ODISHO, GEORGE ZAIA, JULIET
ESHO, ALBERT ODISHO, IBRAHEM ZAIA, JULIUS
ESHO, ROMIO ODISHO, IBRIHEM ZAIA, VICTOR
EVANO, GEORGE ODISHO, JAKLEN ZARIB, GYORGEES
GABRIEL, GABRIEL ODISHO, LENDA ZAYA, JULIES 
GANDO, IBRAHIM ODISHO, MERCEDES ZEITOUNE, ABBOUD
GEORGE, JAKLIN ODISHO, MERCEDES ZINDO, SUSSAN
GEORGES , EDMUND ODISHO, SARGON ZORZAN, GEORGE
GEORGES, JESSICA

Organisations & institutions

ALZOWRAA RESTURANT
ASSYRIAN AUSTRALIAN CYCLING TEAM
ASSYRIAN AUSTRALIAN SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT CLUB
ASSYRIAN BAZ ASSOCIATION INC.
ASSYRIAN KHABOUR SOCIAL ASSOCIATION
ASSYRIAN SPORTS & CULTURAL CLUB
ASSYRIAN UNIVERSAL ALLIANCE
ASSYRIAN SYDNEY KIRKUK
ATKINS HEAVY HAULAGE
CANLEY VALE PUBLIC SCHOOL
CHRISTIAN FAITH & FREEDOM
CHRISTIANS UNITE
CHURCH FOR RIVER OF LIFE
DIQLAT SCHOOL
EDEN TWO PTY LTD
HG MAR MARI 
HG MAR MARI & FOGS
IRAQI AUSTRALIAN UNIVERSITY GRADUATES FORUM
QEETHARA MULTIMEDIA
SAINT GEWARGIS CHARITABLE ASSOCIATION
SHAYNA CAFÉ
SYDNEY ASSYRIAN KIRKUK
TAAAS
THE ANCIENT CHURCH OF EAST (ST GEWARGIS - EASTLAKES)
THE ANCIENT CHURCH OF EAST (ST ZAIA CATHEDRAL)
TOMA'S ELECTRICAL
UR ASHOUR CLUB
VICTORIAN ASSYRIAN COMMUNITY
VOICE OF CHARITY
YALDA T&J
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What It Means to Me to be an Assyrian

By: Abbey Mikha

Shlama, or Shlomo; greetings to you in the dialect of my father, in the dialect of my mother, and in the dialect of the 
ancient rivers and mountains which my people hailed from time immemorial. To think, to live, to feel Assyrian is 
not for me an occasional remembrance, it is a passion and a duty. True, we are all human beings, from whatever 
nation we come from, and true, we are grateful citizens of our countries of adoption, where we try to build a new life 
with new dreams, but as Assyrians we cannot but carry with us, everywhere we go, the song of our old language, the 
memory of our lost past, and the pride that kept us alive to this day.

The turning point in my life as an Assyrian was when I realized how little known my people are to the outside world 
and how fascinating their story is. I marveled at my nation's instinct for survival, the struggle of an old culture, 
which defied centuries of foreign rule and refused to surrender. I felt deep injustice, I cried in pain for all Assyrians 
who, in the last two centuries, were sacrificed in terrible genocides, uprooted from their motherland and forced to 
err in never ending exile because they just happened to be there on their ancient land, after so long, and because they 
still stood, not moving an inch even though they were very different from the peoples around them. I took pride in 
those Assyrians surrounded by hostile nations who fought against all odds for an independent state in Assyria and I 
felt anger when I learned how superpowers such as the English, during the World Wars, gave us promises, which 
were never fulfilled. I then understood that nobody really cared for our suffering and that we the young Assyrians, 
like our forefathers, should proudly keep fighting for our rights, or lose our identity and disappear.

I started to feel the pride associated with my Assyrian heritage at a very young age and as I grew older it grew 
stronger within me, and as I grew wiser, I realized how important it was for me to carry my people's name. Being an 
Assyrian means being united within my nation and being united within myself. I am very proud to be an Assyrian 
with heritage from Alqosh, Zerineh in Jilu, and Mardin in Tur Abdin, which is one of the main reasons my friend's 
call me the United Nations of Assyria. There is an inseparable emotional bond between my nation and I.  I accept all 
of my people even those who are not well aware of our history, loving all Assyrian communities, singing in eastern 
and western dialects, traveling in time and space from the clay tablets of Ashurbanipal's library, below earth, to the 
ancient monasteries, above the mountains and feeling the pride in being the daughter of a nation which gave birth to 
the first civilizations of humankind.
Today I remembered all Assyrians who fled the homeland, the image of my great grandfather who walked from 
Turkey to Kiev, which at that time was a part of Russia.  Wherever we live, those of us whose ancestors were lucky 
enough to escape the Seypa Genocide of 1915 share an indestructible thread, which binds us as one, in addition to 
history, religion, culture, and language; the story of our common suffering and of our strife to remain and resurrect 
again.

When I realized that our people, who contributed so much to the world and contributed so much to who I am, had 
been forgotten, I found my Assyrian turning point. This is when I started to want to prove that Assyrians do exist 
today, and that I am one of them. At one point in time one of my history teachers told me that Assyrians are extinct, 
he said there is no such nation, that the ancient Assyrians amalgamated with other cultures, and that we did not 
survive. Ever since that day I have wanted the Assyrian culture and identity to survive within me, since I knew in 
my heart and in my mind that he was wrong. This is when I found out that not everything which is written in history 
books, is true, especially about my people. This is when I understood that truth was relative, and that if we do not 
stand for who we are, our truth will never be known.
I believe I was born to be Assyrian and to be proud of being Assyrian. One of my favorite pastimes is to share the 
Assyrian culture with people who are not from our background; food my mother taught me to cook, songs in our 
language, stories from long ago:  Gilgamesh, EnumaElish, The Epic of Inanna and AtraHasis, tales of kings, 
queens and shepherds, memories of ancient glory and recent sufferings. I am proud of who we were and who we are 
today and who I am as part of this nation. I will never let anyone deny me the right to call myself Assyrian and to 
honor my ancestors and their dreams.



Being an Assyrian means to me not only to defy time, but also defying everyone who thinks that our nation did not 
survive. To be an Assyrian is to know that it does not matter which church we are from, because we are still one 
nation, one people who speak one language, the same that Jesus Christ spoke. To be an Assyrian means to let 
everyone in our nation help in the building of our home, a home with a foundation called nothing other than huyada, 
or huyodo, unity. Our minor differences, as Assyrians from different communities or dialects, are only due to our 
long history. Instead of fighting, we should accept one another because every one of us has something to offer our 
common home, which is the Assyrian Nation.

What I will do to preserve my Assyrian identity is to try to educate myself in whom we were in ancient times, as well 
as who we are today, and what we need to do in order to survive in the future. An identity can only be preserved 
through the heart when people relate to what they are preserving and when they share true love for their nation. 
When sincere love exists, the preservation of one's culture and identity becomes natural even for Assyrians who 
never lived in the homeland and never grew up around their countrymen and countrywomen.

How can I not feel pride for a people who survived so many acts of cruelty and were literally crucified, yet still are 
living and breathing today on the earth? We, Assyrians, are survivors, and there shall hopefully be Assyrians on 
earth till the end of time! Whenever I discuss with fellow Assyrians our situation today, some people mention the 
theory that because of living in diaspora, Assyrians will be extinct in a few generations, as will our language, and 
our culture and heritage. My answer to these thoughts is and always will be: I was not born in my homeland, I did not 
even grew up around Assyrians and if anyone should have lost his or her Assyrian identity, it would be me, but if 
anyone has found it and kept it, it has also been me.  This means that the children of Assyria will find their way 
home, and they will never forget who they are or where they came from.
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ASSYRIAN AID SOCIETY -AUSTRALIA

Organization in Special Consultative Status with the   Economic and Social 
Council since 2011”.

ABN 30 508 399 430
DIRECT DEBIT REQUEST
I/We request you, the Assyrian Aid Society-Australia Incorporated (USER ID 125763), to  
arrange for funds to be deducted from my/our account at the financial institution shown 
below,  according to the schedule specified below. 
 
  
 Name/s  ——————————————————————————————————— 
    
   ________________________________________________________________ 
  
              Contact                _________________________________________________________________  
  
              Address                _________________________________________________________________ 
   
   ________________________________________________________________ 
  
                                            
  
                                            
   
             Signatures  ________________________________________________________________ 
  
                                            
  
Date of agreement                
   _____/____/____________________________________________________     
 
   ________________________________________________________________  
  
Name & Branch of   ________________________________________________________________ 
Financial institution  
   ________________________________________________________________ 
  
   ________________________________________________________________ 
  
   ________________________________________________________________ 
  
BSB Number       
  
Account Number   
  
  
Date of commencement  _____/_____/______________________________________________________  
  
  
  Debit     $_________________ from my/our account every month  
  
Amount in words  _________________________________________________________________ 

   
PO Box W144 Fairfield West NSW 2165 

Phone 02 8764 0819 
                                                              E-MAIL: info@assyrianaidsociety.org  
        WEBSITE: www.assyrianaidsociety.org  
  
  

Contact No.           _________________________________________________________________

Email                     _________________________________________________________________
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Supporting the Assyrian Aid Society - Australia

Without the regular financial support from individual Assyrians; there would be no Assyrian Aid Society today. The 
180 or so regular financial supporters have been doing so for many years, they all filled-in a simple form (on the 
following page) which allows the society to withdraw a small amount every month from their bank account, with no 
added fees.
 
This type of contribution is used by most international and national charities, such as Unicef  and Greenpeace. We 
contend that our charity is just as important: because by helping our people in Iraq will not only make their lives 
better; it will ensure the preservation of our beautiful language and culture where it they evolved and have been held 
by a string for many thousands of years.
 
It is the moral duty of all Assyrians living in Australia to be supportive of this or any other Assyrian charity that 
assists our people in Iraq. Their situation is desperate; and ours is fulfilled in a society that has everything going for 
it. Why wouldn't we help them? They are the people, most of whom at one time or another, had a choice to leave Iraq 
for the prosperous west; but they chose to stay in their homeland and by doing so defended our rights: as the 
indigenous people of Iraq. In return they experienced hardship, uncertainty and more recently many wonderful 
people were killed.
 
We are not asking you to break the bank: just $10 or $20 per month, that's all. Your contribution will go a long way to 
help families in distress. How easy it is to spend this money with unnecessary things? How much would your life be 
more content or complete when you know that not all of what you spend is for you and your family: but a small 
portion goes to people you don't even know; in the mean time, you're helping preserve your language and culture 
where they were borne.
 
Many people help their relatives by sending funds directly; this is very important and must continue. Yet this will not 
satisfy the whole community: there are many people that have no helping relatives. What happens to them? Many 
people are fleeing the big cities going back to their villages for safety. Who is going to look after them? How can we, 
here in Australia, live with ourselves knowing that there is a real need from our community back in Iraq; and not 
help.
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